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Junior riders were welcomed back to the Alltech Arena Saturday to finish competition in their
respective equitation divisions, presented by Cindi Pérez and Anne Bennett. In the end, five §
riders etched their name in National Horse Show history as they exited the arena with a tri-color
on the bridle.

Bobby Murphy (USA) set a technical track asking riders to demonstrate the equitation skills
they developed throughout the year. The course was reflective of the riders’ ability to adjust |5
their horse’s canter starting with an open five-stride line away from the gate, to a quick, collected
roll-back turn and related bending line. Murphy’s track was set to prepare the young, promising

riders for Sunday’s coveted Hamel Family Foundation 3°3” Equitation Championship. :

In the Pérez & Bennett Open Equitation 14 and Under division, Ruby Calger held onto the lead

throughout the weekend. Laying down a picturesque equitation round on day two, she secured
championship honors. Elizabeth Rinehart topped the final over fences round of the section to ™
move up the leaderboard and earn the reserve championship.

Morgan Mcarthy was crowned champion of section A of the Pérez & Bennett Open Equitation
14-15 division aboard Dimacho, after winning first in the over fences round early Saturday
morning. In reserve was Lillian Muzzy and MZ Farms LLC’s Baldeur. In section B, Londyn Sa-
malska secured top honors after riding to a first and second in both over fences classes. Lillian
Soroken took reserve champion with DiCaprio 3, after winning first in the over fences phase.

The final age group of the day, the 16-17 Pérez & Bennett Open Equitation section A, ended with
Olivia Pileggi and Olivia Roure-Singh in a tie for the champion ribbon. Pileggi piloted Heather
Acker’s Keynote to the blue ribbon in the first round of over fences Friday, while Roure-Singh
rode Emil Spadone’s Dillem to the win in the second round over fences, ultimately securing
their tie in the winner’s circle.

“I am so grateful for the opportunity to be here. It feels like a dream come true,” commented ;
Pileggi. “When I first started riding, all I wanted to do was compete at big shows like these”

In the B section, Natalie Groulx claimed top honors aboard Lambada, a 13-year-old Swedish
Warmblood Gelding owned by Kate Abajian, after winning the second over fences class and
accumulating 12 points for the tri-color. Juliette Earley was named reserve champion of the
division with Doris Leventhal’s Swedish Warmblood gelding, Nils On.
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Hamel Foundation NHS 3°3”
Championship - Round 1

N Nutrena 7:00a  Riders 1 - 50
\N hats 1n81de counts:
8:50a  Drag/ Walk

9:10a  Riders 51- 100

11:00a Drag/ Walk

11:20a  Riders 101 - 150

1:10p  Drag/ Walk

1:30p  Riders 151- 185

3:00p  Flat Phase

3:30p  Set Course / Walk Rd2
4:10p Round 2
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Sponsor Spotlight

Established in 2017 by Jim and Kristen Hamel, the foundation is comprised of all Hamel
family members, and is a way to support the diverse passions of each individual, while
also remaining committed to their mission. The Foundation seeks to support charitable
organizations that demonstrate measurable results within their community and that are fi-
nancially sound. The Hamel Family Foundation focuses its support to organizations whose
mission is to support the education and well-being of disadvantaged children and their
families through scholarship opportunities and extracurricular programs, Promote animal
care, protection and placement with supportive caregivers and focus on organizations in
local communities or within activities the board is actively involved with.

The Hamel Family Foundation National Horse Show 3’3” Equitation Championship has become an important growth opportunity for
many young equestrian athletes that have aspirations to compete in the Big Equitation finals. Its place in the roster of the National Horse
Show has been cemented by the Hamel Family Foundation’s continued commitment to its development and equestrian sport.

HAMEL 3'3" FINALS ATHLETES
PICK UP YOUR COMPLIMENTARY COCKIE FROM
2:00 - 4:00 PM TODAY! &=
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Vendor Spotlight
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For the love of y;)ur horse, the BEMER Horse-Set

was designed to be an effective form of all-around
therapy for your horse. The BEMER Horse-Set pro-

motes healing and recovery, and helps your horse
relax before and after training. It strengthens your
horse’s health in terms of prevention and promotes
regeneration after illness. It improves suppleness
during training or when preparing for competi-
tions. It can also provide valuable support during
the healing process, including recovery from muscle

tension or tendon/ligament/muscle injury. Stop by
the BEMER booth to learn more about the benefits
for your horse!

Started in 2019 by Michelle Cannon out of
Wildwood Stables in Crossville, Tennessee,

greater Crossville community with the im-
portant life skills needed to empower both

operates as a first-line resource, utilizing a
network of mentors to help children who are
experiencing social and emotional issues in
Cumberland county, at no cost to those who
seek out their resources. With the goal of teaching children the fundamentals of social
responsibility, Standing Tall Life Skills goes above and beyond to provide a safe and em-
powering environment where kids can be kids, while embracing their identity and gaining
the social skills needed to be leaders of tomorrow.

“This program recognized a need for the healing effects of horses on traumatized children,”
said Pat Kane, STLS’ Volunteer Coordinator. “We service the children in our community
who have come from broken homes and difficult social settings. Many of the children have
low self esteem, so they come to the program and learn tangible life skills by working with
our mentors and horses. Over the course of six weeks, they go from never having been
around a horse to learning to riding in an arena with horses that have been worked with
just for this purpose. The changes that come about with the kids...you know, they end up
grinning from ear to ear”

“So many of our kids come back as volunteers themselves, mentor-
ing the next group of kids. We have a leadership program that they
can partake in to come back as student mentors. The parents say, ‘I
can’t believe how much better we all get along at home because of the
change in attitude from having gone through the program. It tran-
sitions to their home life - to their relationship with siblings to their
performance in school. They learn to hold their head up, to stand up
for themselves - standing tall is just what it’s all about.”



